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transcript of taped telephone conversation between O^Lboeasky, 
Brown, and Harold Wei Fberg 

Sid® 1 - Conversations of February 11 and It, 1965: 


Wt John! 

John Bodes: Tes, Harold, 

HWi f'h® tone of your spice is appropriate , Are you well? 

ILi Oh, fine, fine. Actually, we’ve bean having a hall of a time lining 
xq> a top copy editor. 

SW» Well, we’re going to need on®, but not for the reasion you presume. 

I ean’t conceive of Larry 1 a manuscript being usable* It’s that bad, 
JB: Well, you’re costing us about |25, 000 busks . 

As Me? 


1L* AH of you are because, that’s why I fihdn’t want to get in this act 

— ~~v 

of even being around the sltuatidi , HwArold, where we’re, in effect, 
HW * John ... / 

being told you’re not gonna have a manuscript this list becuase if 
we can ’ t ... 

BW Ho, no, I didn’t say that} Hew, John, be patient, and let a© try 
and recount toeyou so you won’t hare any bad feelings about me the 
history on this* I have kept you and Ivan appraised all along in 
detail and w^ht I found was even worse than what I expected. Mow 
let me tell you what the sites tion is. First of all, in working for 
Barry, I have drafted about 2/3 . of the book, -and I can, even though ] 
would have preferred somebody els# to do it, complete a rough draft 
of the book by the end of next week If we have no major interruption; 
Barry’s stuff is the dullest I have ever seen* He has, as I kept on 
warning you all abong, dome exactly the opposite of what we all agree 
and done exactly what we agreed could not possibly be done I© i 

rtoautraoUgg tto orim, fa» m» wtth v»ri BU , , ort , of 
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evasions, he will not address himself to the Report, maintaining 
that the Report is a fie t ion, his attitude toward the title of the 
hook: which was to reflect the approach of the hook is that this Is 
a publisher 1 a fiction, X have taken - I made in the short - in the 
amount that I read in the two days X spent up there, and X left a 
aiek wife to go up, because Xarry had been refuting to give me any 

so eopyj he jmst had one delay after another and for two weeks woulda 1 

even meet with me. the stuff that X went through, even though. I wa 

in a high state of shook when X went through it, I found between 3 

and 10 Jmst notes, pages of notes, of effors, any one of which soul 

have been - well, not any one of which, but a large number of which 

could have been ruinous* X too k some slander out, there 1 s some 

slander he won* t take outj he regards the whole thing as essentlall 

a defense of Oswald and Approaches it in that context because he say 

oam*t 

unless you d© this yam aaadde destroy the Report, John, it was real 
a shock# to me because, in addition to everything else, it was dread 
fully dull, 

3% } Well, that* a as far as I*m concerned, as they say, it*® gotta be li 
Xt*s gotta be alive. How what are we going to do? 

HWi Ites, well. How, let me tell you also this* A® you know and as Ivan 
knew, I* ve been fearing this, I spoke to Ivan over a month ag#e 
about! t when harry wouldn* t show me anything, I was writing for hi 
at his request when he finally admitted he couldn’t keep his agree- 
ment, and he had t® think about that for 5 hours before he called m 
mp and asked sue to do it. So what I did was to leave for him the 
juiciest part and I did the technical stuff. How, I*m not gohgg to 
pass judgment on ray writing, but, John, this stuff is hot as hell, 

X prove perjury, I prove forgery - 
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JLj Y&s, but we -can’t say that* 

HW* Yen d©n*fc have t© say it, and that*s exactly the trouble with Larry 
approach, Larry has to spell everything - 
JL: We absolutely can*t say it, because we *11 fee trying the ease, 

HW: That’s exactly the tio ufele with Larry’s approach. What I gave fails, 

3oha, had. introductory commentary, such an putting Oswald.* s civil 
rights in content, And my approach was not that Oswald > the sehle 
mi aiel ought to have his civil rights, but the approach was to show 
that the denial of his civil rights perpetuated the crime and per- 

g, 

pefeuated all of the ' rrors. You see what I mean? 

JL: Yes, well, created hhe mystery and the stink {?{ around it, 

HW t Sure, Well, he out the hell out of that. He said it*s totally 

unnecessary, And when I do the same thing with the witnesses, you 
as a lawyer know the significance of the witnesses, I have a beaut: 
ful thing on the witnesses showing every one of their major witness! 
was a liar, and incredible j the Commission knew they were ineredifeli 
and the ^commission expurgated from their testimony what proved the", 
were Incredible. Hothlng, he says, except for the one guy -* that* a 
colorful. He has practically no footnotes in the goddamn things th 
only place he has any footnotes iwxnteaaa is where he has lengthy 
quotations, and you know this we wanted the exact opposite for 
author! tativeness. He can’t even PIHH my stuff, John, X*ye given 
hi® f Sj.00 , 000 words of notes and he can* t lay his hands on a goddamn 
one, 

1L‘ Well, shat the hell are we going to do, Harold? 

HW: Well, we have two alternatives. How Larry, I think - 1 think there 

are a number of things involved here, I think - 
JLj Hold on, Harold, (Pause of approximately 30 seconds), 

JL: Hello - 





H¥i 1®#* John, now as you may have gathered is the course of my previous cob 

versationa I’ve had this fear, so I* re kept In the hack of my mind the 

necessity that I might hare to do what I didn’t want to do and let every- 
that’s impertamt to me 

. thing else/go and writ© this. And the stuff I* re given to Larry fell int 
what I thought was a natural organisation for the book, anyway. I think 
that with editing that would be good, I have this morning written the 
first chapter of the book which has punch, Larry’s would put you to alee 
And this is completely consistent with what I have told you and 1 asked y 
to insist upon, for this .is necessary for our total protection* 

JL: Could you possibly send the first chapter up to me? 

HW : 1 will do that, John, as soon as I can get my wife to retype it. It’s a 

rough draft that 1 haven’t even finished putting the footnotes in. Let’s 
put it to you this way: I will have it in your hands by Monday morning. 

JL: ©kaft, I’ll tell you why I want - I want - 

Hw: Mow, I want * 

JL: Mow what the hell you got a problem here with Brown? 

HW: Mo, I don’t* Larry was honest about that. And I don’t want you to think 

that any of the things I’ve said are - 

JL: The problem is we’ve - we’ve (published and {?)) and printed the goddamn 

jacket with copy about both of you - 

HW: Oh, boy. 

JL: Do me another favor. Mill you throg a goddamn biography in - 

HW: Oh, yes, I have one that I did for my agent about a year ago* Mow look, 
John, let’s continue talking about this so we’ll both know exactly, and 
except for the jackets - and by the way, you’re wrong about not being abl 
to reprint the seal; Mewsweek did it and I’ve got it. You can reprint tb 
cover of the Bepert., It’s been done. 

JL; Don’t worry, I know. But It costs plenty to to do it. 

HW: John, look, John *. let me warn 



JLj ( Indistinguishable interruptions ) 

Soto,, look, 3®hn, 1st me toll you that I have been looking ©ufc rw y©«r 
Interests all along and yen know It* 

wU| ©kay, yen know, l don’t like unhappy people* If yen tnsldi » 

Wit John, 1 want to tell you the truth. In the past three days I hare eated$ 
nothing but breakfast, I* re lost six pounds* 

J1L: Well, okay, f*m golsng ©a the - asm® diet, because I * 

W: H®, yon don* t, because you don ’ t want to spend two days with harry I did* 

I spent one day with his copy and the next day with hina And I was so 

'B&W9&VM and upset that I didn’t even know when I got hone* I drove all \ 

through 

the way tag Baltimore by accident last night, but it had a catharsis* Soy, 
look, John, Barry doesn’t even have an outline of the book. Honest to 
Sod, he doesn’t even haw an outline. How x have roughed that out, and 
mine follows exactly what we talked about, and I want you to know that it 
begins with a paraphrasing of the Commission’s version of the crime follow 
Ing an Introduction which tells about Commissions and givers some of the 
statistics, and then will continue with an examination of the Report’s 
evidence of the ©rime, How not what 100$ of it and the introduction 
stipulates that it cannot all be considered, but it says in what context 
and the reason for which it will be considered, How Barry’s approach, I 
want you to understand this, is a very novel one, Barry is a great brain 
and he wants e’ 


tp know it* He’s discreet about it, but to Larry, 

i_ n t' j 

the Beporfc is everything. He refuse s to regard the Report as anything but 

A 

jhahb another piece of paper. We had long, long disputes over this. It wa 
all pleasant and friendly. How, unless - there’s one thing you must under 
stand, in spite of anything kind of nonsense Barry turns out, these is onl 
one saiBe way of addressing God knows the how many millions and millions an 
millions of words of testimony, and that is to refer to the Report which 
you can keep in mind and where you won’t make mistakes* But what they may 
hay® hurried In any of these volume sjJtekaxaxffod alone knows* It’s not 





possible for a man to go over* all ©f them. 


And this is one of 


tbs fiction® with "which .few lives, %w let me toll you also the way * tbs 
ttsis is w^ht I do, J oh»i 1 take it by examining the witnesses, by egeamin 
the evidence, taking the bag and the rifle and the ballistics staff ~ Lar 
■wm*t even consider the number of shots!, which is the basis of the Report 
lie maintains a fiction that my quotations, which awe all quofcaticn s 


fnmt the CommissAan keeping m in the clear, m say hfething exeppt what 


their Report said. 


my quotations are subject t© misinterpretation. 


: «hich is nonsense and I pointed it out to him!’ and inaccurate, which is 
also nonsense* And as you will sed, everything I have is footnoted. And 


this is the only possible approach, John, It has to be handled as we all 


agreed In terms of the -Report, not in terms of the Commission, not in tern 
of the police, not in terms of the witnesses, not in terns of anything 
except the Report, And here we have this fundamental disagreement, ifow, 
when I spoke to harry briefly night before last after he cams back from 
work and I had been shivering and shaking while I went through his stuff, 
1 eouldn* t even make myself a cup of tea while £ read it, Larry made me 
an offer that I*m sure he must have had in mind before I came up because : 
had been making myself clear to him both in writing and over the phone, 
and that is that he would withdraw and give me everything and sign a pape: 
from now until eternity, and because I had your interest in - 
AI»: ^ell, he*s terribly honest about that, I mean he* s not a (?) guy - 

HW| 1 know that and I told you, I*m saying nothing personally about Larry, I 
told him, instead of - now, this is seme thing I also had in _ 

JL: I want to tell you something, I know a man who got into a deal like that 


HW? 


and had to do what you had to do on a contract and wohldn * t back off and 


wouldn’t back off aad - 

W»ll, if Wry difin* t to book off, ha*s violated his agreement so 



he’s automatically out, John 
the iSth . 



3Lt 

mi 

JL* 

SW! 


well, it iaa*t that,. only. I don’t want to got 1st© that - 
■Sfo, you won’t have to because Larry Is honest* 

Ho*s sot *► be * s net made that way* 

I know that* Aatd that * s again why I emphasise that nothing I*m saying is 
personal* He’s a bs«an being as we are* when he came homo that night* he 


said, "Well, there**. one solution, R And then he told me what Ifyo Just 
told you* And I said, f ’That»s a solution,” It’s a solution that I also 
hM in mind proposing to you because non® of then© things I tell you mm 
are new to you, and you have told- me the centaury ©f what I find. But, 1 * 

I said, at this point 1 don * t think that serves everybody* s interest »» d 
I don* t think that*® the fair my thing to do* let me come over again 
tomorrow and go over what I didn’t have the guts to go over what I didn’t 
have the guts to g© through, today *. " 

3Lt You know, this is an incredible thing to me* I mean, I know Carry’s think* 

ing, Are you trying to tell me this guy is trying to prove Oswald is 
innocent? 


HWs Larry, I mean, (John, Look, you can’t help *» 

but 

JLs If you and I know/you can’t help drawing conclusions * 

HW? 0® farther. l©u can’t help proving Oswald was innocent* But you can’t 
make this the foundation ©f your work* 

JI/* And you cannot state he’s innocent* 

Hw * light, w ell, no, you may have to, but you can do it safely. For exapple, 
at one point, and this is something Larry added only at my Insistence, and 
he hadn’t added, he’d Just agreed to, the d©mm£s#i©m//£ proves that Oswald 
couldn’t have gotten to the scene of the fippit killing in time* 

(JLi Hold ©n a second* (30- second interruption) 

BWs John, let me address myself to Just that point as it came up last night* 
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He slil, nw philosophically and logically, there *s only - and this Ts 

Larry* s great strength is his logic which is not logic - he says philo- 
sophically and logically yarn can approach ■ this oftly one way. Ton and I 
both have the same objective to destroy the peport, He said the only way 
you can do it is a) to prove that Oswald., was not the assassin and b) that 
he was not alone* And John, this is financial ruin for all of us* - 
JL: Well, I*m telling you right now that K ark Lane is doing that* 1 d©n* : t 

want mother Mark Lane* 

HWi I told him that, I told him that. Mow let me give you an idea of also 
the kind of stuff that I Insist must be in here - 
JLt I want people on the left and people on the right and I mean their ex- 
tremes to say that this is - 
HW: Thifcs is a fair book, 

JLs this is a fair, objective 
HW: Precisely. 

JLs book that raises serious question of the scope of the guilt or innocence 

Warren ©oamission 

and the scope of the/in ve a tlgatlon - 

HWt Well, now that might - no, that could not possibly have come out of 
Larry 1 s book. How let me tell you about the slander, John, because I 
want you to understand this, There was a clear slander which he finally, 
under great compulsion - it took me an hour and a half - 
JLt About Marina? 

HWs Ho. Marin® you can*t slander, I mean on a man named Cliff Carter who 
w was the executive assistant to then Vice President Johnson and who was 

an innocent intermediary in the handling of the Governor* s clothes which 
were subsequently C arafe laundered and all the evidence was destroyed. 

Larry was pinning a great big thing with cagy language on this guy as 
having destroyed the evidence. 



fil 

JL: That’s much more important. 

HW: I finally persuaded him* it took me an hour -and a half of palpitations of 

my stomach, but he agreed* But he refused - 

JL: This is the crisis* This is exactly the point. The failure of the Sarnie 

aion to proceed 

HW: You and I Iratww have always been in couple te accord on this, and the only 
way to do this, John* is with their own words, not with Larry’s rhetoric, 
which would put a college class in a religious school to sleep. Mow, and 
this is what I doj I precisely quote the witnesses* I don’t say. 1 mf 
at the beginning of the sect ! chi in effect what the section is for to put 
it in perspective, ' but even 'his historical stuff on assassinations was 
Inaccurate. Let me tell you the other slander that he wouldn’t take out. 
It was on Mys, Johnson, simply because at the end of a quotation which was 
otherwise worthwhile from Mrs. Connally, who is a bosom pal of Mrs, Johns® 
Mrs, Connally referred to the fact that Mrs. Johnson only cam© to see her 
once and briefly, and Larry wanted to leave this catty stuff in, and he 
has it still in. Mow it’s totally meaningless in the telling of the storj 
It’s a gross slander on Mrs, Johnson because this a close personal friend 
of hers, and Connally and Johnson have been buddies from birth. Connally 
is Governor of Texas because of Johnson, Johnson wanted him to run. You 
see the kind of stuff that’s drawn in? 

JL » T© s . 

(i) 

HW* Bos this is, but the whole approach, and basically this is the fundamental 
thing and I’ll have to come back to where we let it stand because again I 
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JL: 


mss lacking cut for four interest. The fttitaMtttal approach in «©t t© tfe 
Beperfc femt to the crime and Larry talks only evasively In saying that he 
is reconstructing the crime. tow you have to reconstruct the crime. But 
d ° in J0ma? qm soddamn word ®» It’s got to he the Cohesion* 


HW* And this is totally my approach that he has out out totally. 


JL! 


^ »*Meh I think -is your point, all our points, 
that kka concentration ©n the Tippit case ixx^stajsit±«h that as part of tin 
chain ©f events in the flppit case, the facts and information and dueufiieni 

reports, clearly show that there was never a factual Basis foa 
convicting the man. 

ms light. There m&nH even a basis for arresting the man. John, there are 
a thousand ways you can say it. V 0H let me tell you the way If* going to 

say it, I*m goteg to give a brief recount of the testimony and the witness 

JL: Ifia-fam. 

mi: I *ve given lengthy excerpts from the key witnesses in the section on the 

witnesses that I*ue drafted already, I*» going to coneludefcby the C©mmis~ 
sion 1 s reoonairuction of the time it took Oswald to leave his rmaiinghouse 
to get to the scene of the crime, which puts him there $ minutes after the 
police were told over the radio that Tippit was killed, low what in 
hell else do you have to say? 

JLi Sight, 


HWj Larry left that out, 

JL: What - repeat that? what happened there? 

ms They reconstruct the crime in the most tenuous possible way and X destroy 
all of the witnesses to their reconstruction/ 


Hws Then X take W»i r words. j *»«,, this ls ^ at Itw ttlpMdy done lfi ^ 

saation on the witnesses. She cabdriven, and everything. Busdriven identi 
fled the wrong man in the lineup * all of that kind ©f stuff. 
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3Li Sight, 

HW: ®h ©a I come to the actual departure ©if Oswald f 2*021 his romm *- this is whi 


I ©111 do, Oswald left his roomlnhous© at 1503, fefa< 
^&®y ignore the fact that his housekeeper told them 
had slowly pulled up outside the house and honked. 


say so I say at l?o; 
that a police cj 
left this out. 


Honked its horn 3 times and then slowly drove away, They say Is® toad thai 
there was no police car assigned to the district. Hut they have irre fatal 
proof in their own hearings that only one polio© car was assigned to th at 
district, Tippit’s. This is fantastic, John, They the housekeeper said 


that she saw Oswald leave and stand and wait for a bus going in the oppo» 
sit© direction, it this point nobody again sees Oswald until he is at th€ 


theatre with the exception of the impossibility which X will not call an 
impossibility of Oswald having killed fippit. That happened 17 minutes 
and !| $ seconds, and this is the kind of precision we must have that Larry 
has avoided, 17 minutes and i\S seeodds after the Commission says Oswald 
left 'his roominghouse. But Tipplt was killed ahd the report was already 
©n the police radio and recorded in the police log $ minutes before the 
Comm! sslon says Oswald could have gotten to the scene of the crime. This 
is fantastic, but ironclad. 


JL: I*o©k, Harold, I*m in a bind here, I got to be somewhere* Get the thing 

up to - 


HW{ How, look, John, I will, but now look, let me ask you some questions. Hos 
you understand what I have. 


JL? Sand the biography up. 

EM: light. How, look, John, let me ask you what about reading fcfeig thing 

because what I*m going to have to give you is my roughed raft g . 

JLf Give me. Look, I got to have something right away to read. 

EM: light. 

JLs And then we *11 be back. Gall me. if It * s easier for you to reach us here. 



HWt 

JLj 
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Call me or Ivan, collect. Monday . 

1 ulll mail you an unadvised first draft of the first chapter-. 

Okay. 

HWt Sow, John * 

JL: Send it special delivery. 

HW: I tcant to warn you* I want to warn you that I conclude with very strong 

language. It*s4only one brief paragraph lead if you want I can read it to 
you ~ 

JL; Head it to me. 

HW: Hold it. 

*31: Harold - 

HW: Vfy wife is getting it, 

JL: Harold, hold on just a second, f lease. &&ld on, Harold, 

fiW: Yes. 

(Approximately 1 minute break) 

JL: Hello. 

HW: Yes. 

JL: l # m sorry, Harold. Go ahead, read it. 

HW: f hat * a all right. How, John, this is just the one paragraph in which 1 
have told the story. 1*11 read you the last 2 paragraphs* It*s only a 
little over a half of a triple- spaced page. 

JL: Bight. 

HW: Incidentally, j£*m going to want you to give me some dimensions and measuu 

aents so 1*11 know what to hit for. 

JL: Go ahead. 'N 

HWs “In its report , after taking raillioa s of words of testimony and examining 
thousands of exhibits totaling 26 large printed volumes, the Commission 
concluded that Oswald alone was the murderer of both the President and 
th® policeman and that he was unassia - 

JL: They did not - I can tell you that they eondluded from the information 



ttyay had on hand now. This is * I f m hailing you something - Wmmx I*m 

telling yen. personally - a friend of sin# called on Sen* Bps sell. Russell 

did not indie ate what position he me taking, but the word ms thfct Russel 

ms the one dissenter, that Russell did not want to say that this ms an 

absolute conclusion because he said some day something further stay ccaae an 

I*jp- not going to be made a fool of* sta®s you follow me? 

HWj \ when we have time, I can tell you more about that. There is . eonfi rmstion 

JLj And someone else, 

not by name* there was dissent. Russell and/^zman Cooper went after. . 
Marina Oswald in a fantastic last-minute hearing after the report was 
mostly drafted, she changed her position on almost everything, she admit te 
she w an pressured by the Secret Service and the FBI under threat of depor- 
tation, John, this is the kind of stuff that this book will have, but tfai 
is the kind of stuff that Larry* s doesn’t. 

JL: What 1 am trying to say is - 

HW: You’re rights but - 

JL* - on the conclusion there - 
HW: but, but - 

JL, it doesn’t change your statement at all, that from the evidence it had 
is 

before it this vast record which you recite,,# 

HW: Yes, 

JL: they draw their conclusion, Co ahead, 

HW: Yes. low there’s one thing also I want you to know. In ay introduction 

I outlined how a commission operates, 

JL: light. 

HW: In order to pin it on the staff, 

JL: • Right. 

HW: A n d yet, I say that the staff was overburdened, they undertook a thank- 

less task for which there could be no possible profits in order not to be 
unfair to them. All right. Now list me continue: "The Commission con- 
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eluded that ©swald alone^was the murderer of both the ^reeidemt and the 
policeman; that he was unassisted; that there was no conspiracy of any 
kind or size; and that Ruby, also, was without assi stance low here’s 
the paragraph that I think you might worry about, 1 don’t want you to. 

JL: worry. I’ll - 

EM: n The reconstructions and conclusions of the Report on the crime of the 

century in which the largest and most modern police apparatus in the w©rl< 
was actively collaborating must still have Sherlock Holmes revolving 
rapidly on a horizontal axis in his mythical grave, lever in history has 
such a monstrous crime been ’solved* by such a consistent disregard for 
truth, honesty and credibility, with so much avoidance of the obvious and 
such dependence upon the incredible and palpably undependable, with such 
a prostitution of science and with so much help from misrepresentation 

••• s>- 

and perjury. . . . " 

JL: Two words I would change. 

HWj Waait just a second, "This is what the remainder of the book will show, M 
low what are those two words? 

JL* ^es. 1'he word "honesty 11 , To take the word "honesty” - 

H¥: Well, John, you think about it and I will have no objection if you take 11 

JL; 1©, I went take it out, I *11 substitute another one. 
out,/ This is precisely wfarfcy V- accurate . 

John, Look. Let me tell you now - 

JX; I agree - I’m telling you, I agree - 

H¥: Let me tell you now, and I will gi ~e you this in writing: I will give yot 

carte blanche to make any change except in fact, 

JL: Ho, no. 1*11 tell you something. You 1-mow I«a talking like a lawyer to 

you. 

EM: But this - I know, 

JL; we used to say "it would appear” or "from the m terial marshaled here" thi 
Commission ~ 

HW: 



- 15 *. 

HW: I understand this. 

JLj t ravers (?) deliberately overlooked the inconsistent - 

HW: I understand all of that, John* Let mm toll yon why I made this as punchy 

and direct and unequivocal as 1 can. There are never - there are several 
reasons for it. First it is diametrically opposed to the report which is 
evasive on everything. And second, the honesty is even on the Commission, 
I am going to prove that the Commission, without effing so, was party to 
perjury and the subornation of perjury, that the dec r*c-t Service fabricated 
evidence - John, the Commission lied about the contents of its own bearini 
Mow' you will have - if yon want it, yon make a statement and 1*11 give it 
to you in writing, I will give you no such problem* 

JL: I still understand from what 1 can gather and you confirm to some extent 

the burden that they went and threw on the FBI, that they can be accused 
of a hell of a lot of things here, but at the same time, it wasn’t really 
the FBI twisting as much as it was the Commission twisting., 

HW: It was both. It was both, but I - let me tell \ ou also this, that in 

everything I have drafted I have gone lightly on the- Secret Service and 
the FBI. I have net gone lightly on the police. This was not for politic* 
reasons. This was for honest reasons, John. There is not enough in what 
I have read of the Commission’s work to form & more honest and precise 
evaluation. The negligence of both the FBI and the Secret Service are so 
gross that you will never believe It, The FBI completely disregarded a 
"false Oswald" who was carefully created. The Commission got its informa- 
tion of the existence of this man three days before they delivered the 
printed copy to the President, Isn* t that fantastic? But they were t©l< 
about him by ode witness they never could shake, at the latest in ea&Iy 
December - Mrs, Sylvia Odio, a genuine Cuban refugee - and I*ve got what 
I think Is a very good chapter on the "false Oswald", building this whole 
stofiy up and showing how they tried to destroy it down, how they Ignored 
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the obvious possibility that this was, as they concluded, hot Oswald, and 
what It meant. Why should someone begolng building himself up as Oswald., 
%d this is what happened, John, And this Is documented so thoroughly, 
$hey never ©yen considered the possibility. But here is our possible solt 
tion of the crime which we will not be solving, John, but which history 
will solve for us, and we 1 11 point to it and say we did it. 

JX* * *0E&** 

HW: Sow this is my approach, John, and this is tmht we talked about and - 

JL: low let you swa® thing, mj dear friend. There's no pbobleai on thes 

words and, things. All I want to do is put a minor hedge in there just so 

iftf; ^hy? Who - why? ‘ho - 1 havenS t accused - 

* rL{ & miGor hedge on words. I don't want to be in the libel position. 

HW: John, John, who am I libeling? I haven't said whether the witnesses did 

It, whether the FBI, the Secret Service, the police, the Commission - 

JLs &o, no, but I'm telling you, I'm telling you another thing. You sit down 
and make strong statements like that; we could get massive assistance from 
the bar around the country. But I want to talk in their language. 

S¥: JohG » 1 wil1 give you carte-blancfee to do it, but I will still give it to 

you In this form, 

I don't* v - 

JL: x want you to be a champion, but/at the same time, you know - 

flWs 1*& not being a champion. You don't understand this at all, John. J’oat 
I'm saying Is that the Report; 1 *m not saying that any one person did or 
didn't do it. Look; "never in history has such a monstrous crime been 
"solved*. :! This is the solution of the ±±bhs crime I'm talking about; no 

people. $ by such a constant disregard of truth, honesty and credibility. 1 
Now who ean sue you - 

JL: Look - strike the - get the word "honesty”. Let me explain something to 

you. The word - 

HW: John, you take it out. 
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JL: Now the word "honesty” - I»m talking as a lawyer* When yon get up and 

make an objection in the courtroom to testimony, yon say it* a either to 
object - ^you cross-examine the., gay on his credibility, yea cross-examine 
t$e ^ay on his personal prejudice, you cross-examine the gay on a hell of 
a lot of reasons, and then when you want to strike the evidence, you say 
it’s incompetent, irrelevant or immaterial* 

HW? I underfetand. -?ow 1st me interrupt you* 

JLs You never say to the witness in a court room to his face, even if you say 

it to his face you hurt §rourself. What you do is draw the conclusion s thi 

leave a 

agy the jury/under stand it’s a 3r±k® lie* 

HWx lohn, 1 have witnesses who admit under oath that they lied* 

We tell 

Hj ijaaegl&ir that specific statement by quoting them* 

HW: Yes, but you don’t want this kind of thing - I think this gives - 
JLs The word - no, the word "honesty”, I would fee specific. But based on - 

instead of ^saying "honesty”, use those two words and use a specific testi- 
mony of witnesses, and alluding to this - 
HWt John - 
Jli statement - 

HWt John, I will bow^ to you on this, but i think it pulls its teeth. Now yot 
haven* t said anything about the word "perjury” which I also prove in two 
eases without saying it’s perjury, 

JLt Yes, well, if we say it’s perjury, you know what perjury is? 

HWt It’s a misstatement - 

JLt Perjury is not a lie. Perjury is - 

HWt a material - 

JLt it Is - th8t*s right; a proven, convicted - yiu have to be convicted of 
it - untruth jfn a 
HW! I understand - 
JLt material fact in the case. 
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HW: John, I <3© not say her© who did or did not coimait perjury. I only say 
perjury was committed, and that is airtight* I mean you * it util be 
a booking whoa you me how airtight it is, The Commission and the staff o 
the Cmml scion individually begged the person to ©hang© her story because 
they hay# in their possession ironclad proof of her perjury* Theft they 
held a special hearing to give her a chance to correct her perjury and 

JL: To purge herself* 

ad of 

Hw md she refused eat-feU: the very end and the very conclusion was the premia 
of the Commission * s lawyer that she would not get in trouble for it, John 
This Larry says is of ft© consequence. 

JL: Well, you know, I - when I use the word ’’perjury* and there is no convic- 

tion, I say that the testimony given from every indication raised serious 
question * 

Hi*/; This is what I did in different words, John, I didn’t say who did what. 

I said n Never has sue h a crime been solved by*. 

JL: Ret me see it and go over it - 

HW: Yes, that’s right. Look, John, if you have any fears of your own - 

JL: No, I don’t have - 

HW: I will give you - 

\ 

\ 

JL: I just stops don’t want a libel case. 


HW: Well, you know I raised this question with you two two weeks ago. 

JL; Right, 

HW: Now, this is the first and the only and the last place I do anything like 
this or l will do anything like this in the whole place. The rest of it 
is all quotations from testimony. V 

JL: Okay, Shoot me the biography, 

HW. Do you need that before Monday’ 

JL : -^boslutely. 

HW. Before Moftday? 





JL ; Absolutely. 

SWS Soldi on - 

JL: I have to make changes on %h® jacket - 

HWi Hold on just a second. (Brief interruption) * John, 

JL: Yes. 

HW: I think it’s only & paragraph, 1 can give it to your secretary over the 

phone. 

JL: Send it up to me. I tell you why, J don’t have - 

HW, Okay. I won *t have any mail going out until tomorrow, John, it’s already; 
gone for tho day. 

JL: Okah, I’ll have it Monday. 

SW: .Oh, you’ll have 3± all of it Monday. 

JLs Okay. 

HW: My wife - 1*11 just give this a hasty reading, John, and ray wife will 

even maybe 

retype it and send it up - 1*11 mail it up ^tesyeu tomorrow. 

JLs Lon * t read It; just sand it up. 

HW: Mo, no; you don’t understand, I will give the first draft - I just got 

finished at the typewriter, I haven’t even read what I wrote, but I wai*e< 

until you had a chance to get organized before I called you 

JL : Okay 

HW: And then I will give it a hasty rereading, and pick up some typos, ray wif< 

will retype it, and I’ll mail f?t to you as soon as she types it, about 15 

triple- spaced pages. Wow, John, 

JL: Yes* 7 

HW: Ap© you going to use the size type that you used in the China book that 

you gave me? I mean, the Cuba book? 

JL: I tell you, let me tell you - 

HW: I want to know on size, John. 

JL; We priced this thing at f> bucks, the men say they will not be able to sell 
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anything ©a 

HW: That’s p your business, X agree ©arte blanch®. 

JL: But we hare to hare this cceae in between $& 320 to 3&kt we can’t go highei 

than 3% pages. 

HW: I know that, and this is why I*m asking you to give Me some way of measuri 

JL: Okay, the maaduaim page (?) is 300 words to the page; that’s a 100,000 

words, 

HW: 100,000 words. 

JL: Sight. 

HW: H 0 v does this include the appendix or not? Does this include the picture* 

JL: How many pages of pictures? 

HWs doll, wo talked about 2 dozen, and there should be about that; it can varj 
JL: Pkay. That’ll include the pictures, 

HW : S 0 , a 100,000 words or less plus the pictures. 

JL: Right, 

HW. Stock All Right. How, have^you gotten this AX picture yet? 

JL: Ho, I*m trying to get it right now. An the - x 

HW: John, do me a favor? 

JL: Right. 

H^f Get two prints and send me one because I may pick up more stuff on it. 

JL: Okay. 

HW. Okay, How, John, is there any other question - oh, there’s one other- thir. 

X want to tell you because you should know, //hen I left Larry last night, 

I again refused to accept the offer that he had made the night be fore ©f 
Withdrawal. How the- reason X did this was hoping he would change his at tl 
tuae or his position, and I don’t think there’s any hope of it, but none- 

the less I wanted first to talk to you because I know what kind of a posit! 
you’re in. 

JL: well, I 



- And Me * re Soing to got together by phone this weekend. 

/ how 

I 11 tell fon wh&U Somcwtea* along the my we’ll work out seething and 

Wh ® n tfelS fehiQg gets goiR S* when ifcf « Soing well, w© personally will gire 
him a sort of flat fee for his helping, that’s &11. 

Well, that would be very fair, and It* glad you ©ffered/Lcause I can’t 
afford to; but he hasn’t helped, he hag slowed this whole thing up. 

Well, just - you know _ 

H too. that, John, and this I don»t say on a personal basis. Hall, now, 
John, I Will also at the same tine give yon a rough outline which will not 
have chapter headings but giving you a general idea of the contents of the 
»hole thing, and than I «m have my wife rayt retype what 1 have done 
becausd you see Larry has all of my originals and he*s torn them all up, 
he eouldn-t give M. back to me, but he says he sill, then we-11 hive 

to work from ray carbons and have my wife retype it. 

Okay. 


If you want me ibo. X will send it* tr-, wm-. ,.,,4. , „ 

, wxj-x sena xt to you out of order m the sequence just 

as I hare it typed but with chapter headings. 

Right. 


But you’ll tell better after you see this first. Right? 
Right, my friend. 

Okay* 



